DANIEL MURCHISON

Daniel Murchison was born on the 12th day of January,
1804 probabiy in the state of Tennessee, and died at his home
about six mtles north of Crockewr on the "alestine road on the
hth day of June, 1882 He is buncd in the old Crockett cemetery
Ly the sule of his wife, Lucindy Teague Murchison, who was
Lorn January 5, 1831, and dicd August 30, 1900, Before comi
toy ‘Texas he removed From the state ol Tennessee ro \Ilaalssmpl
andl came o Fexas in an carly day,

He¢ was chosen tax collector and assessor soon alter coming
to Houston County and the records show he collected taxes in
1831, in IBR2. 1951 and I835. AL rhat time taxes were paid in
specie, that is, cither silver or gold, and there were no banks in
which a collector could deposit his collections. Esidently there
was not much robbery or burglary ar thar time and valuables
wore generally ru_{drclcd as safe when kept in trunks or other
places about the howse, It Iy a tradition in the Murchison
tamily that when Daniel Muorchison had 1o ransport his tax
collections from Houston County o Austin, that he carried huge
sums of monev in his saddle bags and made the trip on horse-
back. The highjacker was unknown in that dav and there was
little danger of a traveler being molested by any highway robber,
So far as we know the ax collections made hy Daniel Murchison
during the cntire wnure of his office were rransferred in a
saddle bag and on horscback, and it is not known that any
attempt was ever made to rob him,

His first home was near Cook’s wountain, about three miles!




