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A Journey to Fort Griffin in 1876

W. L. Evans, in Dallgs News, Mavch 7, 1924

When the writer was in his vouth he
indueed an exfensive producing com-
pany of the Norti to bid for patronage

from this State, with  himself as
interventor.  And, following the
connection, the dJdireetor of agencies
dictated his ‘“‘once-a-week,”’ in which

he suggested: *“*We hope you may, if it
should  be considered rational, make
your way to Fort Griffin in the West and
prevail upon the post trader to look to
us for hiz supplies of our kind."’

I began looking for company to make
the drive, when friends sought to dis-
guade me, But T had played hide and
seck with the Comanche until my anxie-
ty concerning him was nio longer acute.

Having beecome impatient to be gone,
I availed myzelf of a fleet roadster and,
with my best eye open to companionship,
I drove to Fort Worth, The second
day I drove to Weatherford, where
I found several from QGriffin and one
wanting company for the return.  And,
with his mount trailing after my buggy,
we brove to Jacksboro (old Fort Rich-
ardson). The fourth day we made old
Fort Belknap, banished when Griffin
came, leaving an isolated family to
comfort the traveler whe would find
Griffin.

On the fifth day we covered fifiky
miles of wilderness over roadways strewn
with earcasses of the buffalo, a slangh-
ter by the professional hunter for the
hide, leaving the sweet-flavored beef in
the desert.

[ found the pest trader most amiable
and, having partaken of his exceptional
entertainment which ineluded the serv-
ing of buffalo sirlions for three days, he
told me: “You are the only drummer
and a boy, who has ventured to a dis-
covery of me or Griffin—to where the In-
dian will have ercssed your trail before
it is eold, and wour eoming will not
have been in vain.'

I became interested in the two seasons’
supply of the buftalo hides taken from
the humter for supplies to the approxi-
mate value of $200,000. TFifty thous-
and sun-dried skins were in vast piles
for transport. 1 was ready for com-

pany for 100 miles homeward journey
when a young man showed up whose
favorite horse had strayed, and which
he hoped to find mear Belknap.  Ani,
with his dapple tracking my roadster,
we made the drive to within five miles
of the old fort where he mounted Dap-
ple to find his horse, sayving he would
join me for the night. I had wour sup-
pers delayed, but he never came.

The cock was erowing with the dawm
of a risen day when there came two men
saying that my eumpanion was a saeri-
fice to the red skins, while mine had heen
a close eall.  The two had witnessed
the attack with my buggy a mile dis-
tant.,

Following the trip to Griffin, I visited
a climate where furs were in demand.
I advised furriers of the accumulation I
had seen in the Scuth, seeured in winter
whew the bison had drifted, and the
post trader was relieved of his abun-
dance, the greatest of which there was
a record, and without preeedent from
the South. A train of wagons, each
driver with his cavbinme, was sent for
bizon produet,

When back at cld Dallas, each of the
boys who would have dissuaded me
from my venture to the land of the red
man and the bisom, on hearing of my
narrow evasion of a savage contaet,
was provoked to observe: 1 told you
s0."" The drive to QGriffin was in 1876,

We have a few copies of the * Pioneer
History of Bandera County,”” by J.
Marvin Hunter, for sale at $2.00 per
copy. This book is now out of print,
and will not be reissued. Order from
Frontier Times, Bondera, Texas.

We can now supply ‘‘The Authentic
History of Sam Bass and His Gang’ in
pamphlet form at $1.00 per copy. Edi-
tion is limited. Order from Frontier
Times, Bandera, Texas,

If you have any old newspaper elip-
pings dealing with Frontier history,
send them to Frontier Times.



FRONTIER TIMES 33

Vindication of Jeam Lafitte

John Warren Hunter, in Hunter's Magazine, 1811

As the name of Lafitte is inseperably
comnected  with  the early  history of
Texas, and as our historians have per-
sisted in holding him up to  the publie
gaze as a pirate on the high seas; in
justiee to truth, and in refutation be the
slanders that have been heaped upon a
man who, in time of the Nation's great-
est peril, proved himself a soldier amd a
patriot, and by hiz loyalty and sacrifice
won the friendship and admiration of
the hero of New Orleans—General An.
drew Jackson—this chapter iz offered
the intelligent reader. It will distress
the average Texas youth to learn that
Jean Lafitte was mnot a pirate in any
gense of the word., He was not even a
sailor, but a Freneh blacksmith who
emigrated from Bordeaux, France, to
New Orleans, at which latter place there
wete people living as late as 1866 who
remembered secing him plying the use-
ful hammer in his shop at the corner of
Bourbon and St, Phillip streets. He
did not know enovgh of the art of navi-
gation to manage a sail boat and was
never at sea but twice in his life—once
when We came from France, and again,
when flying from the odious npame of
pirate, he and all his possessions went
down in the Gulf of Mexico,

At the beginning of the last century,
when the signal snecess of the American
Rewolution, aided by the subsequent
prosperity and oraerly government of
the voung wepublic, had set half the
world - revelutionizing, the American
eolonies of Bpain were deep in the great
business of “‘throwing off the yoke.”
As one mode of warring against the
mother eountry, letters of margque were

granted to  the new  government
to adventurere of every mation,
In the long wars between France and

SBpain and between Franee and England
privateering eommissions were sold by
the Freneh, and pgranted by the the
English, to all applicants. And thus it
was that, during the greater part of the
first fifteemr years of the nineteenth cen-
tury, the Gulf of Mexico, the Caribbean
SBea and adjacent waters swarmed with
privateers waging a comparatively safe

and most luervative war on tlhe the in-
dustries of mankind.

The Bay of Barrataria, forty miles be-
Iow New Orleans, afforded safe anchor-
age for small vessels and inby which large
ships eould not enter, became the ren-
dezvous, the headgquarters, and the grand
depository of these privateers, or, in
other words, these licensed pirates, as
they were called in that day. Thither
were brught the rich spoils taken from
Bpanish argesies, gold and silver taken
from Spanish galleons, the cargoes of
heavy laden Indiamen, the spoils of all
nations. There the wounded privateers-
men healed of their gashes and found
rest and repose from their toils and bat-
tles.  Thither resorted the traders of
New Orleans and Natehez to buy, at
their own price, the ecostly plunder of
the world’s commerce, which was con-
veyed to New Orleans and other points
under a show of seereey, to be sold on a
seale of profit that laid the foundations
of mamy a great estate.

Into this trde Jean Lafitte and his
two brothers, Pierre and Dominique,
were seduced.  They removed to Bar-
rataria, where Jean, by his taet, talents
and energy, at length became the leading
man and ruled the whole body of free-
booters with an authority rarely dis-
puted, and when disputed, enfloreed hy
the silencing argument of the ready .
pistol.  For the accommodation of the
men a numben of huts and houses had
been erected, which were defended by
someé rude fortifications and a battery
mounting  several pieces of  ecannon.
There for some years the Lafittes lived
and flourished, enriching the traders of
New Orleans, damaging the legitimate
merchant, and defranding the revenue of
the United States. We must oot judge
the deeds of these men by the moral
feeling of the present; else it were hardly
creditable to the fame of Edward Living-
ston, the ablest lawyer of the southwest,
and one of the ablest men in the Union,
that he was long the legal adviser of tho
Lafittes and aided them essentially at
eritical times.

It so happened that the very time of
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which we are writing, was a very critieal
one for Jean Lafitte. Either the regu-
lar dealers of New Orleans had remcn-
strated so vigorously against the illegal
traffic the government was eompelled to
takke measures for its suppression, or,
as many assert, the fabulous wealth that
was supposcd to be stored  at the
‘“Pirate’s Home'' was a prize they were
resolved to  sieze. Dominigue Lafitte
had already been arrested amd was in
iroms in a New Orleans prison.  Gover-
nor Claiborne had offered a rteward of
#5600 for the arrest of Jean Lafitte, who
in turn cffered a prize of $1,500 for the
arrest of Governor Claiborne, Commlbo-
dere Patterson, naval commander of the
station, was fitting out an expedition at
New Orleans for the purpose of breaking
up the settlement at DBarrataria and
seizing all the goods and persons found
there. Jean Lafitte was in  sore per-
plexity. War was raging between
Great Britian and the United States,
The British held Pensacola and their
fleets commanded the Gulf, They weare
planning the eaplure of New Orleans
and in their attempt to take that eity,
who eould be of more sertviee to the
British caunse than Jean Lafitte, the so-
called Pirate?  They would seduce the
pirate ehief with Buitish gold!

At the moment of his direst perplexity,
om the morning of September 3, 1814,
Lafitte was aroused on hearing the sig-
nal guns of the British sloop-of-war,
Sophia.  Those guns brought the whole
settlement, 200 pursons or more, to the
beach.  Lafitte ordered out his boat
and proceeded, rowed by four men, to
the shallow strait that formed the en-
tranee to the harbor, where he beheld,
not  without astonishment, an armed

vessel showing  the British eolors. At
the same moment a boat with a white
signal flying from the bow and the

British flag from the stern, darted from
the vessel’s side and rapidly appreoached
him. It contained three wofficers in
British uniform, who proved to be Cap-
tain Lockyer, a licutenant of the Sophia
and a captain of the army. Upon com-
ing up, Captain Lockyer called out and
asked if Mr. Lafitte was at hcome,
Puzzled at the proceedings, Lafitte re-
plied that that individual could be seen
on shore at the settleinent, and iovited

the wificers to accompany him to My,
Lafitte’s quarters.  On the way across
the harbor, however, he anmouneed him-
self as Jean Lafitte, whereupon Capt.
Lockyer hawded him a package direeted
to “*Mr. Lafitte’” whieh, Capt. Loekyer
stated, was an important communication
from the British government, Lafitte
cautioned them to comceal the object of
their mission from  the men o shore,
These lawless buecaneers, it may be
stated, besides being loyal in their way
to the United States, had a lively recol-
leetion of a dash made upon their settle-
ment by British ships at the beginming
of the war, when some of their vessels
had been captured and some of their
plunder carried off.  When, therefore,
the uniform of the officers was recogniz-
ed by the crowd on the beach, a tumult
arose and they elamored loudly for their
seigure,  Lafitte pacified them for the
moment and condueted the officers to his
quarters.,  Beflare proeeeding to busi-
ness Lafitte, who was a man of superior
address and exceedingly polite, ordered
a repast to be prepared for the guests
The costliest wines of Spain, the daimti-
est fruits of the West Indies, the fisk
and the game of the neighborhood, were
served to the astonished wificers on the
finest earved silver plate, and the urbane
Lafitte presided at the feast with the
courtly grace that belonged to French-
men of that day, whether peasants, fron-
tiersmen, or nobles,  The banguet over,
cigars were handed around of a flavor
which seldom regales the senses of people
whio wbtain their havanas by the vulgar
proeess of purchase.  While these were
diseussed, the polite and reticent Mr
Lafitte proceeded to open and examine
the packet addressed to him. It proved
to contain four doeuments, only one of
whieh we dream relevant to this artieles,
namely, the letter from the British com-
mander, Edward Nichols, at Pensacola
and which read thus:

“T have arived in the Floridas for the
purpose of annoying the only enemy
Great Britan has in the world, as Frante
and England are ow friends. T call on
vou and vour brave followers to enter io-
to the serviee of Great Britan, in which
vou shall Have the rank of captain;
lands will be given to you all in propor-
tion to your respective ranks, on a peace
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taking place, and I invite you on the
following terms: Your property shall
be gunaranteed to you and your persons
protected ; in return for which I ask you
to cease all hostilities against Spain or
the alliez of Great Britian; your ships
and vessels to be placed under the order
of the commanding officer of thiz &tation
until the Commander-in-Chief’s pleasure
is known, but I guarantee their fair value
at all events, I herewith enclose you a
copy of my proclamation to the inhabi-
tants of Lounisiana, which will, I trust,
poiot out to you the honorable intentions
of my government. You may be a use-
ful assistant to me, in forwarding them;
therefore, if you determine, lose no time.
The bearer of this, Captain M 'Williams,
will satisfy vou ow any other point yon
may be anxious to learn, as will Captain
Lockyer of the Sopkia, who brings him to
you. We have =& powerful reinforce-
ment on its way here, and I hope to eut
out some other work for the Americans
than oppressing the inhabitants of Tiuis-
jana, DBe expeditious in your resclves,
and rely on the werity of your very
humble servant, FEDWARD NICHOLS.”'

As soon as Lafitte had possessed him-
self of the contents of the package, Cap-
tain Loekyer unfolded more fully the
plans of the British govermment and set
forth many and brilliant advantages
that wiould aeccroe to him if he should
engage in the British service. Besides
the naval capacity, he offered Lafitte a
sum of £30,000 equivalent to 150,000,
payable at Pensacola or New Orleans
and the command of a war vessel. The
war, said Lockyer, was about to be prose-
cuted with unusual vigor. There could
be no doubt of its suceess, ITndeed, they
searcely expected to meet with any op-
position in Louisisna, the people of
which, being of different manners and
temper from  the Americans, would re-
ceive the expedition with joy. As soon
as the British were in possession of New
Orleans, they intended to effect a june-
tion with the forces in Candda, when the
United States would be at their merey.
From being proseribed and perseeuted,
his brother in prison and his establish-
ment im danger, he had only to join the
English and give them the benefit of his
intimate knowledge of the Gulf, and
rank, fame and fortune were his own,
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What a situation fop an ex-blacksmith
and wholesale dealer in privateers’ plun-
der! Tempted with offers he would not
accept in return for services he wonld
not render!

Like the canny Frenchman that he
was, Lafitte seemed to aeqguiesee in all
that Captain Loekver had advanced, but
wishing to gain time Ffor reflection he
said he desired to go on board a vessel
in the bay to consult with an old com-
rade in whose judgment ke confided,
In his absence the Barratarians, who had
watehed this long conference with suspi-
cious eyes, gathered round the house and
began to threaten the officers with
seigzure. The timely return of the chief
quieted the tumult. Lafitte then polite-
ly cendueted the officers to their boat,
telling them on their way that they
should hear from him the next morning.
He remained on the beach until the
officers were safely beyond the little
fleet at anchor in the bay and then re-
turned to his quarters, On the follow-
ing day Lafitte sent on beard the Sophia
the following letter to Captain Lockyer:

““8ir: The confusion which prevailed
i our camp yesterday and thiz morning
and of which you have a complete know-
ledge, has prevented me from answering
in a concise manner to the ohjeet of vour

mission, mor even at  this moment
ecan I give you all the satisfaction that
you desire. However, if you eould

grant me a fortnight, I would be entirely
at your disposal at the end of that time.
This delay is indispensable to send away
the three persons who, alone, have ocea-
siomed all this disturbance. The two
who are most troublesome are to leave
this place in eight days and the wther is
to go to town. The remainder of the
time 1% necessary for me to put my afTairs
in order. You can ecommunicate with
me in sending a boat to the eastern point
of the pass, where I will be found. Yon
have inspired me with micre confidence
than the Admiral, your superior officer,
eould have done himself. With you
alone I wish to deal, and from vou also
I will elaim in due time the reward of
the service I may render to you, Be so
good, sir, as to favor me with an answer,
and believe me
LAFITTE."
for Mr.

Yours,

A well exeeuted letter
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Lafitte’s purpose, Captain Liockyer re-
plied that he would return in fifteen days
and accept his zerviees,

Apart from his wvoeation, Jean Lafitte
was an honorable and feeling man. With-
out having wavered for one moment in
his allegiance to the TUnited States, or
having had any other design but to de-
eeive the British officers, e began on
that very day, the 4th of September, to
take measures for sending an acccunt of
what had oeeurreid to the authorities at
New Orleans. A paeket was promptly
prepared, enclosing  all the docuoments
left by Captain Cockyer, and two letters
from Lafitte, one addressed to M. Blan-
que, a member of the legislature then in
segaion, and the ather to Governor Clail-
borne.  Lafitte’s letters do him honor.
To M, Blanque, after enumerating the
contents of the package, he wrote: **You
wiil see the advantages I might have de-
rived from that kind of assoeiation. T
may have evaded the payment of duties
to the custom house but 1 have never
ceased to be a good eitizen, and all the
offenses | have committed 1 was foreed
to by eertain viees in our laws. In short,
gir, I make you the depositcry of the se-
eret on  which, perhaps, depends the
tranquility of our country; please to
malke such use of it as vour judgment
may direct. I might expatiate on this
proofi of patriotism, but I let the fact
speale for itself. 1 presume, however,
to hope that such proceedings may ob-
tain amelioration of the situation of my
unhappy brother, with which view I ree-
ommend him partienlarly to your influ-
ence, It is in the bosom of a just man, a
true Ameriean, endowed with all quali-
ties that are homored in soeciety, that I
thinkt I am deposiling the interests of
our ecmmon. country and what partien-
larly concerns vourself. Our enemies
have endeavored to work wn me by a
motive which few men would have resist-
ed. They represented to me a brother
in irons—a brother who is to me very
dear—whose deliverer I might become,
and I deeline the proposal. Well per-
snaded of his innoeence, I am free from
apprehension as to the issue of a trial;
but he is sick and not in a place where
he ean receive the attention his state re-
yuires. I recommend him to you in the
name of humanity.”
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Lafitte's letter to Govermor Claiborne
was in a loftier strain:

“Tm the persnasion that the choice
made of you to fill the office of first
magistrate of this state was dietated by
the esteem of your fellow citizens, and
was eonferred on merit, I confidently ad-
dress you on an affair on which may de-
to you to restore to this state several
pend the safety of thiseountry, [ offer
citizens ‘wlho, perhaps in your eyes, have
lost that sacred title. I offer you them,
however, such as vou could wish to find
them, ready to exert their ntmost efforts
in defense of the country. This point
of Lounisiana which I oeeupy is of great
importance in the present erisis. |
tender my serviees to defend it; and the
only reward I ask that a stop be put to
the proseription pgainst me and my ad-
herants by an aet of oblivion for all that
has been done hitherto. I am the stray
sheep wishing to return to the sheepfold,
If you were thoroughly acquainted with
the mature of my offenses I should ap-
pear to you much less guilty and still
wiorthy to discharge the duties of a good
citizen. I have rever sailed under any
flag but that of the republie of Cartha-
gena, and my vessels are perfeetly regu-
lar in that respeet. If I ecould have
brought my lawful prizes into the ports
of this state I should not have employed
the illicit means that have caused me to
be proscribed. 1 decline saying more on
this subjeet wuntil T have the honor of
vour exeelleney’s answer, which I am
persuaded ean be dietated only by wis-
dom.  Should vour answer not be favor-
able te my ardent desires, I declare to
you that I will instantly leave the coun
try to avoid the imputation of having
eo-operated toward an invasion on this
point which cannot fail to take place,
and to rest secure in the acquittal of my
own eonseience,”’

Upon receipt of these letters, Governor
Claiborn ealled a ecouncil of wfficers of
the army, navy and militia, and laid the
doeuments before them, witly the requi-
site explanation, The letters which
gpave fthese sapient colinsellors the first
definite and reliable information of the
impending invasion, produced an effect
as far different as possible from that
whielh Lafitte had anticipated.  Gover-
nor Claiborne asked their opinion on two



